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SPRING FESTIVAL

The culture of Hindus has from ancient days inculcated a joyous attitude on life. Their deep faith in the
creed of sunshine and joy had found due expression in the observance of some very charming festivals
which are found to punctuate the course of the Hindu calendar through the year. A systematic study of
these festivals as regards their nature and extent in time and place will prove of great interest and deserves
to be taken up to unfold the positive side of Indian culture.

All along the Indian tradition the spring season has been spoken of as the king of all seasons
(Rturaja). Poets and play-wrights have spared no pains to describe its glory and grandeur. But the
description of the spring festival is confined to a few works only. A careful perusal of these would
yield an account of the festival as it was observed in days of yore.

The festival of spring or the Vasanta Paficami is to this day celebrated with great eclat in this country.
As with every festival the original form of this festival too had been quite different from what it is
today. To trace the history of the festival is by no means easy. In the words of P.K. Gode, “at present
our knowledge of the history of festivals is rather nebulous. We cannot say when a particular festival
originated and how it developed through centuries of our cultural history. Mere descriptions of the
present-day festivals, howsoever enchanting, do not prove their antiquity as these descriptions are a
mixture of legends and hearsay evidence with many regional variations, from which it is difficult to
comprehend the origin and development of these festivals'”. As a matter of fact, no complete systematic
history of the Hindu festivals is available at present.

In spite of all these difficulties an effort is being made here to trace the history of the spring festival,
for it is of absorbing interest. It is expected that this study may prove useful in discovering the thought-
processes that were responsible in changing the shape and form of the festival through the ages.

The Vasanta festival coinciding with the fifth day in the bright half of the month of Magha seems
to be one of great antiquity and of country-wide prevalence. It is still observed with due preparation in
the Daksinapatha and the Uttarapatha. The Kamasutra of Vatsyayana mentions it as “suvasantaka” which
is explained as a festival dedicated to the worship and propitiation of God of Love. The Kamasutra
observes ‘that the citizens indulged on this day in sports involving dance and music, both oral and
instrumental’.?

From Ratnaval?® a Sanskrit drama by Sri Harsa we form quite a clear idea of the festivities connected
with the spring festival. In ancient India there used to be big gardens full of beautiful flowers and trees.
Beneath a tree was installed the image of Kama, the God of Love with a bow in hand. Prominent ladies
of the town said prayers and offered flowers and unguents to the deity. The whole town bore a festive
look. Merry crowds in holiday mood filled all available space in the gardens on the outskirts of the
towns and cities. There is recorded evidence to show that on this occasion people indulged in drinking
bouts too. Society girls sang and danced till late in the evening when the moon spread its silvery sheet
on everybody. There was joy and mirth all through. People celebrated the festival with a spirit of abandon












