Old Hindu Shrines of Thailand

Prasad Hin Panom Rung

One of the most important Brahmanical shrines of Thailand, the Prasad Hin Panom Rung, the stone
(Hin = stone) Temple (Prasad=temple) on the Panom Rung hill—the hill by which it has come to be
called has a lot to offer to a visitor. With its majestic grandeur and its beautiful stone carvings it cannot
but attract his attention. From the point of art history it should belong to the Lopburi period. Situated in
the District of Nangrong in the Burriam Province it is accessible by a well metalled road. It has two
buildings, one completely in ruines in the lower part and the other in a good condition, particularly
after the restoration in the upper part.

Building in the Lower Part

The front of this building faces the east. Four terraces of steps with each step measuring 22 metres
lead up to it. Beyond the basement for installing an image which is on both sides of the steps, is a
quadrangular space. To the north of it is an elephant enclosure. Built of sandstone and laterite it faces
the south. A building there has two porches, one in the east and the other in the west, each 6.4 metres
wide and 22.4 metres long. In the front of the porch is a terrace. There are galleries on three sides. The
passage within the gallery is 4.35 metres wide. There are three staircases on three sides. The building
might also have been a sanctuary, judging from the motif carved on the stone block and on the pillar.
It can help us in determining its date. A carving depicts here a Kirtimukha with hands emitting two
Nagas with five hoods the back of each of which has hollows unconnected with each other. Behind the
hollow is an ornament. If this motif were to be compared with the Khmer art, it will be found to be
identical with the art of Klang style (Circa 950-1000 A.D. ). Again pieces of a stone pillar found in its
vicinity show that it (the building) was reconstructed later. The pillar is quadrangular. On it are the
bead-like or lotus-petal-like motifs. But the most important motif is on top of it. It is of the shape of a
flower with four petals. This is very similar to the Bapuan style of Circa 1150-1200 A.D. From this one
can infer that the eastern corner of the building was reconstructed about the 12" Cen. A.D. About 50
metres to the west of this building there lie three ponds which are used till today.

Building in the Upper Part of the Main Building

It is on the top of a hill. Below that on the plain ground is a road paved with sandstone which is 7
metres wide and 16 metres long. Along both sides of the road there are quadrangular pillars with the
unblown lotus shape at the top put into a row. Beyond this road there is a Naga bridge made into a
cross. It is 5.2 metres wide and 20 metres long with three steps. The rail of the bridge is made in the
shape of a five-hooded Naga whose top is beautifully carved. So is the support of the bridge. The hollow
of the Naga is made into one piece. The rim of it (the hollow) is a little indented continuously. From
this it can be said that the bridge might have been built in the beginning of the Angkor period which
is contemporaneous with Prasad Bung Mala in Cambodia. Beyond the bridge are the stone-steps, 13
metres wide and 30 metres long with five terraces. These steps lead to an open space outside the main
building, the sanctuary. On both sides of the steps there are four quadrangular bases.

The main building has two Prangs (=towers) made of brick which have been recently discovered,





































































